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Overview of Visual 
Studio Code – and the 
sas extension

Demo

Q&A

introduction

Getting started and working with the sas extension for 
Visual Studio Code
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Small Survey 

• https://forms.office.com/r/7Fpz988
VRM?origin=lprLink

https://forms.office.com/r/7Fpz988VRM?origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/r/7Fpz988VRM?origin=lprLink
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What is Visual Studio Code

• Popular and powerful development environment

• Cross-platform: Available for Windows, macOS, 
and Linux.

• Free and open source: Freely available and allows 
for customization by the community.

• Versatile Language Support: Supports numerous 
programming languages and frameworks.

• Extensibility: Includes a wide range (9537(!) of 
extensions. Extends the power of VS Code

• User-friendly interface: Intuitive and customizable 
interface.

• IntelliSense: Provides auto-code completion and 
helpful hints during coding.

• Git integration: Built-in support for the Git version 
control system.

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/search?target=VSCode&category=Programming%20Languages&sortBy=Installs
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Visual Studio Code the most preferred Integrated 
Development Environment (IDE) by developers

Source  2023 Stack Overflow Developer Survey

https://survey.stackoverflow.co/2023/#section-learning-to-code-learning-how-to-code
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And what does SAS have to do with it?

• Develop and run SAS code

– Code Completion, snippets

• Developed by SAS as an Open
Source Project under the Apache 2.0
license available in different UI lang-
uages

• Supports:

– SAS Viya (3.5 or 4)

– SAS 9.4 Local

– SAS 9.4 Remote

Since June 2023 - An Extension!
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Viya Workbench

5.3 17-18
Link to register

https://www.sas.com/en_us/webinars/sas-viya-workbench.html
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5 reasons to use VS Code for your SAS code projects

1. Full support for SAS programming language 
2. Connect to any SAS environment , whether 9.4 or Viya (3.5,4) 
- For students connect to SAS OnDemand for Academics
3. Manage all your code in one place 
4. Built-in support for Git source control for all code projects
5. Both VS Code and the SAS extension are actively developed and getting updates 
regularly
5 reasons to use VS Code for your SAS code projects

Meeting programmers where they work!

https://blogs.sas.com/content/sasdummy/2024/02/13/vs-code-sas/


Copyright © SAS Institute Inc.  All  r ights reserved.

Demo

Visual Studio Code SAS Extension
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Summary

• Introduction to Visual Studio Code and the SAS extension

• Demo

– Install SAS Extension for VS Code

– Choose a SAS Color theme: Light, Dark, High Contrast

– Configuration of Connection , switch between Connections

– SAS Libraries, explorer

– SAS Syntax-Highlighting

– SAS Autocompletion, keyboard shortcuts customizable

– Code snippets, templates, minimaps

– Notebooks – new coding interface for sas code, sql, python

– Convert a notebook to a sas studio flow

– Using Git source control in VS Code 

What have we seen?
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More information about VS code 

Why SAS Extension for VS Code 
• https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/SAS-Extension-for-Visual-Studio-Code/ta-p/819490
• 5 reasons to use VS Code for your SAS code projects

David Weik's Webinar
• https://www.sas.com/en_us/webinars/sas-visual-studio-code-extension.html

David Weik : Introduction : https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/SAS-Extension-for-Visual-Studio-Code/ta-p/819490

Getting start with Git with SAS 

• Using Git with SAS webinar
• Github repository : https://github.com/sassoftware/vscode-sas-extension

https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/SAS-Extension-for-Visual-Studio-Code/ta-p/819490
https://blogs.sas.com/content/sasdummy/2024/02/13/vs-code-sas/
https://www.sas.com/en_us/webinars/sas-visual-studio-code-extension.html
https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/SAS-Extension-for-Visual-Studio-Code/ta-p/819490
https://www.sas.com/en_us/webinars/git-sas-projects.html
https://github.com/sassoftware/vscode-sas-extension
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