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Ahh, I didn’t know you 
could create hierarchies 

using the crosstab object ☺

Did you know – Part 1
Smart ways creating and manage data items in SAS Visual Analytics

Smart data item creation and management
• Create calculated items on the fly
• Hierarchies
• Smart way to create parameters
• Setting attributes on data items
• Re-use calculated data items
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Did you know – Part 1
Smart ways creating and manage data items in SAS Visual Analytics

When we want to create new data items, 
we normally start our journey by using the 
built in ”New data item” feature.

The main purpose for this presentation is 
to show how you can create and manage 
data items in a more efficient way.
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Tips & Tricks #36-39
Did you know…

#39 - Setting attributes on data items 
Setting attributes can be time consuming, but this little tip can speed up things 
for you

#38 - Tired of creating wrong defined parameters
This might help you to create more correct defined parameters

#40 - Reuse calculated data items
Using SAS Visual Analytics Data Views makes it possible to re-use calculated data 
items, hierarchies, parameters etc.

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly
How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#36 - Quick Calculations
Take advantage of the build in quick calculation feature and create very complex 
calculations with just a few clicks 



Copyr ight © SAS Inst i tute Inc.  Al l  r ights reserved.

Take advantage of the build in quick calculation feature and create very 
complex calculations with just a few clicks 

#36 – Quick Calculations
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#36 – Quick Calculations
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Take advantage of the build in quick calculation feature and create very 
complex calculations with just a few clicks 

#36 – Quick Calculations

Did you know that you can right-click on a 
measure and have access to pre-defined 
calculations?

Perfect for creating advanced calculations with 
just a few clicks ☺ - a very good starting point 
to get started…
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Take advantage of the build in quick calculation feature and create very 
complex calculations with just a few clicks 

#36 – Quick Calculations

Different calculation types depending on what data item type you have selected:

Category Measure
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Take advantage of the build in quick calculation feature and create very 
complex calculations with just a few clicks 

#36 – Quick Calculations

Using the Crosstab object will also provide a possibility to create quick calculations ☺ Just right-click on specific 
column (i.e. Product Sale) and select “Create and add calculation…”

Special THANKS to Torben Skov finding this nice little feature ☺
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How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly
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How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly

Normally when we create hierarchies, we 
use the built in “New data item” feature 
to define our hierarchies.

Are there any other ways (or smarter 
ways) to create hierarchies in VA?

Yes, there are ☺
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How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly

Why not use the right data panel, select the 
data items you want to be included in your 
hierarchy and then just right-click on them 
and select “New hierarchy” ☺

Please Note: The order of data items selected 
are also representing the order of your levels 
in the hierarchy!
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How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly

Right-click on a date column/data item in 
the right data panel and select “New date 
hierarchy” and vola…

A date hierarchy is created with Year, 
Quarter, Month and Day

A smart way to create date hierarchies
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How to create hierarchies using the data panel only and the crosstab

#37 - Create hierarchies on the fly

The crosstab can also be used to create hierarchies (right-click in your category 
section of your crosstab and select “Create and add hierarchy to rows) 
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This might help you to create more correct defined parameters

#38 – Tired of creating wrong defined parameters
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This might help you to create more correct defined parameters

#38 – Tired of creating wrong defined parameters

When we create parameters, I think most 
of us are using the “New data item” menu 
and create the parameters from scratch.

How many of you have created a wrong 
defined parameter? ☺

Here are some tips…
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This might help you to create more correct defined parameters

#38 – Tired of creating wrong defined parameters

Did you know that you can use objects to create 
parameters?

Example: I have a drop-down list object in my 
report, and I want to create a parameter to be 
used in the specific drop-down list. Just right-click 
on the object and select “New parameter…” and 
VA will help you with the parameter definition ☺

Using the data panel will also give you some help 
with the data parameter definition.
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Setting attributes can be time consuming, but this little tip can speed up 
things for you

#39 – Setting attributes on data items
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Setting attributes can be time consuming, but this little tip can speed up 
things for you

#39 – Setting attributes on data items 

Did you know that you can manage 
multiple data items using the left data 
panel? 

You can set format and aggregation type 
on multiple selected data items ☺



Copyr ight © SAS Inst i tute Inc.  Al l  r ights reserved.

Using SAS Visual Analytics Data Views makes it possible to re-use 
calculated data items, hierarchies, parameters etc.

#40 – Reuse calculated data items
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Using SAS Visual Analytics Data Views makes it possible to re-use calculated 
data items, hierarchies, parameters etc.

#40 – Reuse calculated data items

You can save your calculated data 
items and data item properties in a 
data view and re-use them later
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Q&A


