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Session Recap 

Session Topic: SAS® Visual Analytics Architecture and Implementation 
Session Date: 27Oct14 
Recording:  http://support.sas.com/training/us/lw/lwrecord.hsql?date=27Oct14&ccode=19884 
 

This session recap includes the Q&A from the session. Additional information and links to more detailed content 

are included. 

Don’t forget to register for additional Ask the Expert: SAS Visual Analytics sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: The presentation for this session included a detailed discussion of the topic. To get the most out of this 

session, please view the recording 

(http://support.sas.com/training/us/lw/lwrecord.hsql?date=27Oct14&ccode=19884). 

 

Question: Will SAS Visual Analytics replace SAS Business Intelligence tools like Web Report Studio and 
Management Studio? 

Answer: SAS Visual Analytics is intended to work in conjunction with SAS Business Intelligence tools 
like Web Report Studio.  It is not intended to replace those tools.  
We assume by ‘Management Studio’ you mean SAS Management Console.  Administrators of 
Visual Analytics use SAS Management Console to administer metadata, register users, and 
set metadata security. 

Additional  
Information: 

 

   
 SAS Visual Analytics 6.4: 

Administration Guide 

  

 

SAS Visual Analytics Toolkit 

▪ Product Overview 

▪ Getting Started Resources 

▪ Try the software yourself 

▪ Community 

▪ Free Video Tutorials 

▪ Documentation 

▪ Training 

http://support.sas.com/training/us/lw/lwrecord.hsql?date=27Oct14&ccode=19884
https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?ctry=us&id=2243
http://support.sas.com/training/us/lw/lwrecord.hsql?date=27Oct14&ccode=19884
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va64
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va64
http://www.sas.com/en_us/software/business-intelligence/visual-analytics.html
http://support.sas.com/software/products/va/index.html
http://www.sas.com/software/visual-analytics/demos/all-demos.html
https://communities.sas.com/community/support-communities/sas-visual-analytics
http://support.sas.com/training/tutorial/#s1=2
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html
http://support.sas.com/training/us/paths/bi.html#va
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Question: Are there sample hardware sizing guideline documents available as an initial guide to review 
before contacting Tech Support and Enterprise Excellence Center for 7.1? 

Answer: SAS Technical Support, your SAS Account Executive, and your SAS Professional Services 
team can all help engage the SAS Enterprise Excellence Center. There are many 
considerations that must be evaluated outside of this type of general guideline document, 
which the Enterprise Excellence Center can assist with.  

Additional  
Information: 

The attached document discusses guidelines for Visual Analytics 6.3. There are no changes 
for Visual Analytics 6.4. Guidelines for Visual Analytics 7.1 on updated hardware specifications 
will be available for request in the next week or so. Check the SAS Visual Analytics 
Community for the most up-to-date information. 

   
   SAS Visual Analytics 6.3 and LASR 

SMP sizing guidelines 

 

Question: Can I start using a non-distributed deployment and later migrate to a distributed deployment? 

Answer: Yes, you can. There are a few of routes to consider: 1) use the original machine as the Root 
Node of the distributed LASR Server; 2) deploy all LASR Server instances to new hardware 
and keep the original machine as the SAS node; or 3) keep the original machine unchanged, 
using it for development/test and deploy all new SAS Visual Analytics + LASR to the new 
distributed hardware.  

Additional  
Information: 

The SAS Visual Analytics Administration Guide (on support.sas.com) provides details about 
adding/upgrading LASR Servers in your environment. 

   
 SAS Visual Analytics 7.1: 

Administration Guide 

 SAS Visual Analytics 6.4: 
Administration Guide 

  

 

Question: We will be getting 2 copies of Visual Analytics for a 4-core configuration.  What is the 
maximum table size that I can bring into the Visual Analytics application? 

Answer: According to the assumptions the Enterprise Excellence Center lists for non-distributed 
deployment of Visual Analytics on a 4-core machine with 64GB of RAM, the largest table size 
that can be loaded in LASR is 8GB, and 40GB can be loaded in total (assumes maximum 15s 
response).  Exceeding either of these is possible at the expense of response time.   

Additional  
Information: 

Be careful when choosing to add more RAM to a machine. For the 4-core box with 64GB of 
RAM, the Enterprise Excellence Center sizing guidelines assume 1866 MHz (4 x 16 
LRDIMMS) clock speed for RAM. While a vendor’s machine might accommodate 96 or 128GB 
of RAM, this expansion is frequently accomplished with slower memory modules. This is a 
judgment call per your needs. 

   
   SAS Visual Analytics 6.3 and LASR 

SMP sizing guidelines 

 

https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-5905
https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-5905
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va71
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va71
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va64
http://support.sas.com/documentation/onlinedoc/va/index.html#va64
https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-5905
https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-5905
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Question: A new feature of SAS Visual Analytics 7.1 is the ability to do data compression and in the SAS 
VA community some benchmark figures were stated (https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-
7891). Is there any publicly available documentation on this to help as a guide? 

Answer: We don’t have any published benchmarks related to the compression of data in-memory. As a 
rule, there should be some tradeoff in that the increased storage comes at the cost of 
increased computation. But the exact ratios can be difficult to determine based on various 
factors, especially how well the data is suitable for compression. The server uses the zlib 
compression algorithm that is described in RFC 1950, "ZLIB Compressed Data Format 
Specification."  

Additional  
Information: 

 

   
 SAS LASR Analytic Server 2.4: 

Reference Guide 

  

 

Question: Can we use embedded process in a non-distributed environment? 

Answer: The SAS Embedded Process is not able to stream data directly into a non-distributed LASR 
Analytic Server. But this is just a matter of technical semantics. The non-distributed LASR 
Analytic Server runs inside a SAS Workspace Server. A SAS Workspace Server can access 
data from any supported data source. As such, the results from in-database processing 
performed by the SAS Embedded Process can be sent back to a SAS Workspace Server and 
then loaded into LASR.  

Additional  
Information: 

 

   
 SAS 9.4 In-Database Products: User’s 

Guide, Fourth Edition 

  

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

SAS Education Customer Service 

1-800-333-7660 

training@sas.com  

 

https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-7891
https://communities.sas.com/docs/DOC-7891
http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/inmsref/67597/HTML/default/viewer.htm#titlepage.htm
http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/inmsref/67597/HTML/default/viewer.htm#titlepage.htm
http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/indbug/67366/HTML/default/viewer.htm#titlepage.htm
http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/indbug/67366/HTML/default/viewer.htm#titlepage.htm
mailto:training@sas.com

