
The Data Scientist Learning Journey:  
A Year in Review - 2020 

Q: I just wanted to say thank you for these webinars. I really enjoyed each one. I have 
been working with SAS® tools for almost 10 years but have never done any data  
science projects. Where can I start?
A.   Since you are experienced with SAS but looking to get some hands-on data science project work,  

I would recommend getting a team together for the #HackinSAS event! You have some time until the  

registration deadline. You can also brush up on your analytics skills with the 30-day trial of the  

SAS Academy for Data Science.

Q: What are examples of the algorithms to extract the data mining?
A.   In the training programs I described, we address unsupervised and supervised techniques, as well  

as methods for different types of specific problems. Examples of ML models you learn include forests,  

gradient boosting, neural networks, regression models and more. We also address analyses for  

unstructured data, including text analytics, computer vision and network analyses.

Q: What type of companies/industries work most with SAS (for fellow job seekers)?
A.   You find SAS being used in nearly every industry, so it is really a matter of what you are interested in 

doing. If you enjoy research in health and life sciences, you might look for a pharmaceutical company. If 

you enjoy credit risk, look at banking positions. Many companies hire data scientists to work in marketing 

to understand and improve the customer experience.

Q: After taking the certification to become a SAS specialist, what’s next? What type of 
jobs are available for someone with that certification? It seems to be difficult finding a 
job for someone who is new to SAS.
A.   If you have a SAS programming specialist certification (which is where most people begin), you  

can start looking at programmer jobs. If you have one of the advanced analytics or data management 

certifications, then you will be competitive in applying for jobs that require modeling, analysis or data 

governance.

Q: Does SAS plan on creating a BI platform (similar to Tableau)?
A.   SAS has a strong platform for BI and BA. Find out more here.

Q&A:

https://www.sas.com/sas/events/hack-in-sas.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/training/academy-data-science.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/visual-analytics.html
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Q: Which one is best for jumping into a data scientist career? Boot camps or a  
university?
A.   Either is a good approach! A boot camp is usually faster, might cost less and is laser-focused on specific 

skills. A university master’s degree program takes longer, typically costs more, but also delivers more in the 

way of principles and skills that remain relevant for a very long time.

Q: I was once a dedicated SAS user. However, my institution moved away from it so I 
lost track of the SAS and Microsoft relationship. Can you give an overview of it?
A.   You bet! Take a look here.

Helpful links from the presentation:

On-Demand Webinar: The Data Scientist Learning Journey: AI & Machine Learning

On-Demand Webinar: The Data Scientist Learning Journey: Data Storytelling

On-Demand Webinar: The Data Scientist Learning Journey: What I Wish I’d Known on My Way 
to Becoming a Data Scientist

On-Demand Webinar: The Data Scientist Learning Journey: Nailing the Interview

SAS COVID-19 Dashboard

On-Demand Webinar: Ask the Expert: How Can SAS Make Me a Premier Data Scientist?

SAS Users YouTube Channel

SAS Global Forum 2020 – Analytics Track

SAS Programmer Week

Data Science Resource Hub

https://www.sas.com/en_us/solutions/cloud/microsoft-azure.html
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203039
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203042
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203045
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203045
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203048
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203051
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203054
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203057
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203060
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203063
https://www.sas.com/gms/redirect.jsp?detail=GMS137783_203066

